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\ii\\ and the Christian religion. ]>ut, since it is clearly
impossible to treat of national progress in Europe without
allow ing great weight to these powerful iniluenccs, it
would be highly inconvenient to pass from the city
commonwealth to those national groups vlioso internal
and external developments have cwcd so much to days
of \\orld-oinpire and world-literature. Wo shall, accord-
ingly, examine the literary characteristics of the Liter
before we approach the national groups.
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